How To Stucco Your Exterior Walls
Overview
Upgrading your exterior walls with a fresh coat of stucco
is a great way to enhance your home's appearance.The
good news is while stuccoing a home's exterior is a laborintensive and time-consuming process, the payback for all
that work is a home exterior that won't require painting, is
waterproof -- and provides extra insulating value.
Another upside is that stucco is made from Portland
cement, sand, lime and water -- so it's a completely
natural product that has no negative environmental
impact. You can make your own stucco by buying the
components, or, buy it premixed so all you
need to do is add water.
Project Time
Variable, depends on the size of your home
and weather conditions, but count on a
couple of weeks.
CAUTION: Wear gloves and safety
glasses when mixing stucco
Applying Stucco To A Home's Exterior
The temperature and elements need to be right when
applying stucco. If the temperature is too hot, the stucco
will dry too quickly and crack or shrink. If it's too cold,
the mix will be too thick to properly spread. The ideal
weather and temperature for installing stucco is on a
cloudy day (not raining) with the temperature between
55° and 80°F.

the horizontal seams by at least 6" and the vertical seams
by at least 2" to ensure there are no gaps.
Next, cover the walls with 17 gauge metal mesh held in
place with galvanized roofing nails (once again
overlapping the seams to ensure total coverage).
After the walls have been prepared, the next step is to
apply the "scratch" coat using a trowel to spread a 1/2"
layer of mortar mix forced down into the wire mesh.
After applying the scratch coat it should be allowed to dry
for a few hours. The surface then needs to be roughened
or "scratched" using a scratch tool. You can make your
own scratch tool by driving 1 1/2" nails about 1" apart
through a piece of 1" x 2". The nail heads will protrude
about 1/2" and you use them to make horizontal
"scratches" on the first layer of stucco about 1/8" deep.
After scratching the surface, allow the stucco to dry
slowly for a day or two, occasionally misting it with water
to keep it from drying too fast.
After the scratch coat has dried, apply the "brown" coat
(or layer) about 1/2" thick and "float" it to ensure it's
smooth. Once again allow this coat to dry slowly while
misting it to keep it slightly moist while it's drying to
prevent cracking.
Items You’ll Need
Safety Glasses

Roofing Felt Or House Wrap

Ladder
Concrete Bonding Agent
Apply Stucco In Three Layers
Work Gloves
Hammer
The first layer is the "scratch" coat, which is the base coat;
Scratch Tool
Galvanized Nails
followed by the "brown" or second coat, which is the
leveling coat to ensure the wall will be smooth; and finally Steel Mesh
Trowel
the finish coat, which is the layer of stucco you will
Work Boots
Stucco Mix
actually see.
If you're applying stucco to a block, brick or concrete wall The Final Coat
The top coat is applied with a trowel in a layer about 1/4"
you first need to apply a concrete bonding agent to the
thick and then finished with your desired pattern.
walls then allow it to dry.
If your walls are wood, you first need to ensure they are Create a smooth surface using a wood float across the
surface, a swirled appearance by making short arcs with
moisture-proof. Cover the walls with roofing felt or
your trowel or a stippled surface by dabbing the surface
plastic house wrap stapled in place. Be sure to overlap
with a natural sponge.
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Awards For Superior Results

Start Your List Here!

We have been granted awards for superior work
performance from our customers and from leading
consumer rating agencies like Angie’s List®. This is
our 7th consecutive consumer award. Less than 5
percent of service companies ever qualify for this
award in any single year, so it's
quite an unparalleled and rare
distinction to be a successive
winner SEVEN consecutive
years. (For math majors it’s a
probability of 0.0000000007813
and a very rare occurrence.)
Call me for minor and major
tasks in and around your home
and office at 973-627-7398.
✓ We are a family owned and run business.
✓ We are insured.
✓ We are Not a franchise or part of some home

service conglomerate.
✓ We do Not send hired "sub-contractors" to do

your work.
✓ We will shrink your Overgrown To-Do List.
✓ We have great references because we use the best

materials and we do great work consistently.
✓ The 7-Time Award Winning Handyman.

Our Angie’s List® Report Card
Overall Rating: A
Price: A

Professionalism: A

Quality: A

Responsiveness: A

Punctuality: A

Thoroughness: A

The Counties We Serve
If you’re in Northwestern New Jersey please eMail or
phone us for more details about our services. We give
free estimates and great advice. Please visit our web
site for pictures and comments from our customers.
Our support services are available in the counties of:

Call Ron
Our customers consider us the BEST!
Details: www.handyman-central.net
Email: HandymanCentral@me.com
Phone & Faxes: 973-627-7398

Morris, parts of Sussex, Warren.
You’ll Be Delighted With The Results!
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