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THE EXPERIENCE OF EXPERTS AND THEIR ADVICE ON RELEVANT HOMEOWNER TOPICS

Roofing It Right

Overview

The International One-and-Two-Family
Dwelling Code's Chapter 9, "Roof Coverings,"
states that "Asphalt shingles shall be applied
according to the manufacturer’s printed
instructions....” Of the hundreds of shingle
roofs installed each day, how many are put on
with aluminum or metal drip edges? Almost all
shingle roof manufacturers show it on their
installation instructions and the Asphalt Roofing
Manufacturers Association "Residential Asphalt
Roofing Manual” shows it in its recommended
application procedures.

So why do residential shingle roof installations
lack metal drip edges? For one reason, the
metal edging is the first item to get omitted
from a bid whenever a price is given to install a
shingle roof, whether on a new roofing project
or a re-roof. Unless the specifications or the
scope of work expressly calls it
out, this item will be omitted in
both the submittals and the
installation. Even if drip edge is
called for, are such particulars
as the type of metal, the

gauge, and the dimensions

ever given? Or is a thin
aluminum drip strip from the
local home center adequate? Is
the typical homeowner smart
enough to know the difference?

One established contractor actually tried to
justify the absence of drip edge material on a
project by saying that he had been putting on
shingles for almost 15 years and did not think
drip edge was necessary - whether it was called
for or not. His mindset was that if you extend the
shingles far enough over the edge of the deck into
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the gutters, you shouldn't need any edge metal.

Most Critical Drip Edge Location

The most critical location for drip metal is
exactly at the location of the majority of the
drips... the eaves! Rake edges should also get
metal edging, but it is simply not as critical.

The installation sequence of the edge metal with
the felt underlayment is optional in most
manufacturers' printed instructions. You can
install the

felt either on
top of or
below the edge
metal. Since water travels
somewhat parallel to the rakes, this
minimizes the need for coverage.

However, the edge receiving the
most water on a steep-sloped roof needs the best
protection affordable. If the shingles are
extended much more than 3/4-1-inch over the
edge, they tend to bend, eventually fracturing
along the edge of the roof deck below. If the
metal edging is left off, this decreases the chance
for all of the water cascading over the eaves to
make it into the gutters, if
indeed there are any.
Otherwise, shingles
breaking along the line of
the roof deck allow the
possibility of water
getting into the
substrate by turning
back up under the
bottom of the
shingle. The
deleterious
effects of this
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condition are exacerbated when the
underlayment is not fully extending over the
edge and/or if the fascia board is not flush with

the lower edge of the wood roof
deck.

Many
times the
roof deck is
installed early on
the project and
covered with felt in
order to dry the
house and help speed up the interior work
below and inside the house. Roofers will
hurriedly run a cutter along the edge of the
wood roof deck. Rarely is this cut a straight
line. This leaves the edge of the felt somewhat
short of the bare wood edge, thereby failing to
overhang the roof deck. It only gets worse.
When the (usually 3%” - 1" thick) fascia board is
added later when the finish work is being done.
This makes the felt edge that much farther from
the true drip edge.

Water Under Shingles Is Damaging

If water gets under and behind the shingles, it
can possibly cause short-term staining and long-
term deterioration of the lowest edge of the roof
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deck and along the top of the fascia board. A
prolonged existence of this damp condition can
also affect the ends of the roof joists or trusses
used to attach the

fascia board.

This should point
out to builders
that they need to
specity, install,
and insist on
adequate
metal drip
edge to give
residential
clients the
most

value for

a relatively
low-cost item. It is ironic that contractors who
leave out the metal drip edge in an effort to save
money lessen the long-term value of a home. It
is an issue whose absence and consequential
side effects may take years to discover. In all
fairness to the consumer, it is an item that
should be included to proven a quality
installation. The material and installation cost
for the average size home is under $380.00 when
installed during construction. The damage it
eventually causes can exceed multiple
thousands of dollars.
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Awards For Superior Results Start Your List Here! |

We have been granted awards for superior work
performance from our customers and from
leading consumer rating agencies like Angie’s
List®. This is our 7th consecutive consumer
award. Less than 5 percent of service companies
ever qualify for this award in any single year, so

it's quite an unparalleled and
The ¥/ {ime ‘
Award ¥inner |

rare distinction to be a
successive winner SEVEN
consecutive years. (For math
majors it’s a probability of
0.0000000007813 and a very
rare occurrence.)

Call me for minor and major
tasks in and around your
home and office at
973-627-7398.

v We are a family owned and run business.

v We are insured.

v We are Not a franchise or part of some home
service conglomerate.

v We do Not send hired "sub-contractors" to do
your work.

Our Angie’s List® Report Card

v We will shrink your Overgrown To-Do List. Overall Rating: A

v We have great references because we use the Price: A Professionalism: A
best materials and we do great work Quality: A Responsiveness: A
consistently. Punctuality: A Thoroughness: A

V' The 7-Time Award Winning Handyman.
Contact Me Today!

The Counties We Serve .,
Call Ron
Our customers consider us the BEST!

If you're in Northwestern New Jersey please
eMail or phone us for more details about our Details: www.handyman-central.net
services. We give free estimates and great advice.
Please visit our web site for pictures and
comments from our customers. Our support Phone & Faxes: 973-627-7398
services are available in the counties of:

|
Email: HandymanCentral@me.com ‘
|
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M Morris, parts of Sussex, Warren.

You’'ll Be Delighted With The Results!
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